












Renewable Energy Hamburg Cluster
ANNUAL REPORT 2020

Renewable Energy Hamburg Cluster
ANNUAL REPORT 2020

12 13

Outlook for 2021: “New Energy from Ham-
burg” podcast
Taking a risk and trying out something new was 
more important than ever in 2020. This is how 
the idea for the new podcast format “New Energy 
from Hamburg” came about at the end of the year, 
in which guests from business, politics and sci-
ence speak about developments in Hamburg and 
northern Germany with national and European-
wide appeal. Sven Utermöhlen, COO RWE Renewa-
bles, kicked this off with an interview on hydrogen 
projects and the political challenges facing energy 
transition.

Press trip 2020

Blog, Linkedin, Vimeo, podcasts – the many social media channels of  
Renewable Energy Hamburg proved themselves to be suitable platforms for  
maintaining and enhancing the public image of the renewable energy  
network, despite conferences and other events being called off in the year of 
 crisis, 2020.

SOCIAL MEDIA AS THE WINNER IN THE CRISIS:
EEHH-MEDIEN RENEWABLE ENERGY 
HAMBURG’S MEDIA WORK IN 2020

2020: Renewable Energy Hamburg cele-
brates its 10th anniversary

The Renewable Energy Hamburg Cluster Agency 

proudly celebrated its tenth anniversary in Sep-

tember 2020. Despite the pandemic, the cluster 

agency managed to organise a small anniversary 

celebration with 120 guests, including the Ham-

burg Senator for Economics Michael Westhage-

mann, as part of the summer festival. The video 

campaign “10 Jahre EEHH Cluster – Mitglieder 

erzählen” [Renewable Energy Hamburg 10 years 

on – members tell their stories], in which time-

served members reported on their involvement, 

was already running on Renewable Energy Ham-

burg’s website and on social media channels 

ahead of the event.

2020 media campaign: blog

Security of supply in times of coronavirus, many 

promising international markets, offshore trends 

2020 – the Renewable Energy Hamburg blog, in 

particular, enjoyed a significant boost. Thanks to 

the tremendous dedication and the willingness 

of many members to be interviewed, Renewable 

Energy Hamburg managed to expand its broad 

range of topical issues and provide the renewa-

ble energy community with exhaustive informa-

tion. As part of the 2020 media campaign, several 

guest authors provided exciting articles, such as 

Prof. Dr Claudia Kemfert, head of the depart-

ment of energy, transport and the environment 

at the German Institute for Economic Research, 

Dr Simone Peter, President of Bundesverband 

Erneuerbare Energien e.V. and Dr Julia Verlin-

den, Alliance 90/The Greens. Individual articles 

achieved more than 4,000 likes – a top rating!

2020 media campaign: events 

Vera Events – a problem child in the year of co-

ronavirus. Hamburg’s Offshore Wind Conference 

2020, HOW for short, was held in an alternative 

short-video format. Renewable Energy Hamburg 

did, however, physically hold the hydrogen-the-

med press trip in September with 15 journalists 

from the industry, visiting Hamburg’s “MySmart-

Life” project in Bergedorf, Orsted’s real-world la-

boratory Westküste 100 and the Heide refinery, 

and exploring Arcelor Mittal’s planned hydrogen-

based steel production facility. An impressive re-

sponse was reflected in trade publications, such 

as “Energie & Management” and “Tagesspiegel”. 

A total of 15 journalists submitted entries for the 

journalist prize – Stefan Hajek, journalist at Wirt-

schaftswoche, won with “Total unabhängig? Geht 

doch“, in which he explored whether it was possi-

ble to be totally independent. Thanks to a report 

by the German news agency dpa, the German Re-

newables Award 2020 enjoyed an excellent over-

all number of clippings in the online media, such 

as sueddeutsche.de und welt.de.
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“Offshore Trends 2020” series of web 
seminars

“Automatic Corrosion Management (Global Tech 

One and SemcoMaritime)”, “Contracts for Diffe-

rence – a Glimmer of Hope or Misconception for 

the Offshore Sector?”, “Hydrogen and Offshore”, 

“The Tetra Spa Concept – Floating Wind Turbi-

nes” and the “National Test Field Offshore Wind 

Energy” – in collaboration with the Offshore Wind 

Energy Foundation, the Renewable Energy Ham-

burg Cluster Agency held this series of “Offshore 

Trends in 2020” web seminars for an internatio-

nal audience back in autumn. With each event at-

Hybrid GRA (2020) 

With 40 spectators on site at the Opernloft 

theatre in Hamburg’s Altona district and 300 

following the live stream, the ninth German 

Renewables Awards enjoyed its highest atten-

dance to date. This year’s winners Global Tech 

One/Semco Maritime in the category “Product 

Innovation of the Year”, GP Joule in the cate-

gory “Project of the Year”, Nina Kicherer, HAW 

tracting up to 150 participants, it was possible to 

successfully convert the content originally plan-

ned for the Hamburg Offshore Wind Conference 

2020 into short and snappy web seminars. Top 

experts from, for example, the Federation Asso-

ciation of Wind Farm Operators BWO, the certi-

fication organisation DNV GL, the wind turbine 

manufacturer Siemens Gamesa Renewable Ener-

gy or the project developer RWE Renewables, en-

thralled the digital public and strengthened the 

offshore community in Hamburg and beyond.

Hamburg with the “Student Thesis of the Year”, 

Reinhard Christiansen with “Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award” and Stefan Hajek, Wirtschafts-

woche, in the category “Journalist Prize”, de-

monstrated just how impressive the innovative 

power of the renewable energy sector is.

https://www.erneuerbare-energien-ham-
burg.de/de/service/video-datenbank.html	

EEHH GOES DIGITAL – 
WEB SEMINARS ARE HUGELY  
POPULAR
Workshops, conferences, exhibitions – a network thrives on exchange with its 
members. This hardly seemed possible at the end of February 2020, with one 
major event after another being called off because of the coronavirus pande-
mic. The Renewable Energy Hamburg Cluster Agency also cancelled many of 
the events it had planned. The digital twist became a success in a very short 
space of time. Back in spring, Renewable Energy Hamburg’s office developed 
various digital series: “Renewable Energy Hamburg Digital Meeting Places”, 
“Digital Open Days”, “Examples of Projects from Northern German Energy 
Transition 4.0 (NEW 4.0)”, and “Offshore Trends 2020”.

Renewable Energy Hamburg Digital Meeting Places

“Public Utilities on the Rise – Thüga Renewables“, “Corporate PPAs as a Business Model with Potential – 

Despite Coronavirus? – Chatham Partners“, “Trigeneration with SunOyster – SunOyster Systems GmbH” 

– the digital “Renewable Energy Hamburg Meeting Places” did an outstanding job of illustrating the cluster 

agency’s wide range of renewable energy topics and garnered audiences of up to 100 people who enthu-

siastically took part.
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the supply of heating. Carbon pricing must lead 

to a concurrent reduction in the green energy 

levy and increase in the costs of fossil-fuel-based 

energy supplies. Until now, sector coupling has 

been made uneconomical, in most cases, by the 

unequal cost burden. This is where the work of 

Renewable Energy Hamburg as a cluster agen-

cy comes in: from lobbying work, to projects, to 

events in which this issue plays a signifi cant role.

The development of a hydrogen industry will also 

become key for Renewable Energy Hamburg as 

part of sector coupling. Even if hydrogen is not 

the “panacea”, the conversion of green energy 

to hydrogen may stabilise the fl uctuations in the 

electricity system that are experienced with the 

increasing proportion of green electricity and 

supply consumers, particularly in industry and 

heavy goods mobility, with carbon-free energy. 

Another particular focus of our work lies in rene-

wable energy plants, which no longer receive any 

subsidy under the Renewable Energy Act after 20 

years, but which could often continue to genera-

te green electricity for many years to come.

Last but not least, we look forward to holding 

more individual meetings and networking events 

in person once again, alongside all the digital 

off erings that our members are able to enjoy. 

We hope, in the second half the year, during the 

run-up to the parliamentary elections, to use our 

member events to convey a powerful message in 

support of an ambitious and successful sustaina-

ble energy supply!

The outlook for 2021 is, of course, 
beset with extreme uncertainty gi-
ven the diffi  cult conditions we cur-
rently face with regard to public 
health. Nevertheless, we are hope-
ful that life will gradually return to 
normal over the course of the year 
and we, as Renewable Energy Ham-
burg, will once again be able to hold 
more in-person events for our mem-
bers in the second half of the year, 
alongside the many digital off erings.

2021 is, of course, an election year in Germany, 

and for us as a cluster agency, this means sen-

ding out a continuous signal to help steer the 

future direction of energy policy. Firstly, a reaso-

nable price must be put on carbon emissions, cli-

OUTLOOK 2021

mate protection must be eff ective, and a level of 

competition must emerge with which renewable 

energy can absolutely keep pace. Secondly, ever-

ything must be done to ensure that the various 

renewable energy sectors are expanded ambiti-

ously enough that future climate protection tar-

gets are achieved. 

Even though the climate protection plan of Ger-

many’s federal government, which entered into 

force at the end of 2019, provides for a cautious 

start with regard to carbon pricing, and the Rene-

wable Energy Act was revised at the end of 2020, 

signifi cant improvements are necessary. This is 

the only way to push ahead with the coupling 

of diff erent energy sectors. Increasing quanti-

ties of green electricity must also be available 

in the future to take over industry, mobility and 
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